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Shell purposefully attempts to ignore Arctic drilling rules 

Today, Fish and Wildlife Service issued Letters of Authorization to Shell Oil for the incidental takes of 
walrus and polar bears for activities associated with Shell’s 2015 Chukchi Sea exploration drilling 
program. 

Statement by Cindy Shogan, Executive Director, Alaska Wilderness League: 

“Shell has proven time and time again that they are incompetent and careless in pursuing drilling in 
America’s Arctic Ocean. And, it is especially egregious that they purposefully attempted to ignore the very 
rules that are in place to protect wildlife, including the imperiled walrus. It is good to see that the Fish and 
Wildlife Service appears to be holding them to the current regulations that are in place to protect these 
species. Nevertheless, in a lawsuit challenging those regulations, we are asking a court to decide whether 
those regulations are even strict enough to protect the walrus’s access to and use of Hanna Shoal for 
feeding.  And from a broader perspective Shell’s history, the fact that it is constantly trying to undermine 
the law and the need for increased regulation in the wake of dramatic climate impacts tell us that Shell 
should not be allowed in the Arctic at all. 

As we all remember, Shell’s mishaps in 2012 culminated with the Kulluk, its drilling rig, running aground 
near Sitkalidak Island, Alaska and ending its season in China as scrap metal.  The Noble Discoverer had 
16 safety and environmental violations and slipped an anchor, nearly running aground, and caught fire at 
one point. 

Walrus are the Arctic’s canary in a coal mine. We can’t ignore the signs and impacts of climate change in 
the Arctic. Not only are walrus impacted by climate change and the disappearance of Arctic ice, but they 
are now subjected to drilling and other disturbances from Shell’s drilling plans. What’s more America’s 
Arctic Ocean is home to our nation’s entire population of polar bears. The Arctic Ocean is one of the most 
unique marine ecosystems in the world. Many of America’s most beloved marine creatures thrive here, 
including whales, seals and countless birds. 

Shell’s drilling rigs might be heading to the Arctic, but drilling is not imminent. This is President Obama’s 
last chance to say no to Arctic drilling.” 
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https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/0ByHoXNgEBElvVENQUHI4MlJyNXM
http://democrats.naturalresources.house.gov/sites/democrats.naturalresources.house.gov/files/documents/2013-02-22_Shell_DiscovererShip_Violations_0.pdf
http://democrats.naturalresources.house.gov/sites/democrats.naturalresources.house.gov/files/documents/2013-02-22_Shell_DiscovererShip_Violations_0.pdf
http://edition.cnn.com/2012/07/16/us/alaska-drilling-ship/

