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About Alaska Wilderness League 

 
Alaska Wilderness League’s singular focus to protect Alaska’s wild places is unique in the conservation 
community. We fight back every attempt of those with entrenched and often short-sighted interests that 
threaten to destroy this incomparable land – along with the livelihood of its people and wildlife that have 
thrived in Alaska for centuries.  
 
The League leads the effort to preserve Alaska’s wilderness by engaging citizens, sharing resources, 
collaborating with other organizations, educating the public, and providing a courageous, constant and 
victorious voice for Alaska in the nation’s capital.  
 
At the League, we: 
■ Lead efforts to permanently protect the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge; 
■ Fight for the conservation and restoration of pristine old-growth rainforest in the Tongass National 
Forests; and 
■ Work with a coalition of groups to permanently protect special wild places in the National Petroleum 
Reserve-Alaska and defend the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas. 
 
Founded in 1993, Alaska Wilderness League is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) corporation that serves as the only 
Washington, D.C.-based environmental group devoted full time to Alaskan issues.   
 
The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge – In the 
far northeast corner of Alaska lies one of A
great natural treasures, the 19 million-acre Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge. It is considered the 
crown jewel of America’s National Wildlife Refuge 
System. And yet this truly undisturbed wild
– a last vestige of the American frontier that 
helped shape and define our national identity – i
today in grave danger of being destroyed by those 
seeking whatever oil might lie beneath its fragile
tundra. The fate of the Arctic Refuge – the 
habitat, the wildlife and the culture it has 
supported for a thousand generations – now
depends on the will of Congress, which has
opportunity to stave off the oil companies’ assaul
by protecting this magnificent landscape for future generations. Alaska Wilderness League has wor
over 14 years to gain permanent protection for this spectacular area. 
 
America’s Rainforest – Our Tongass National Forest is a unique national treasure that we must 
safeguard for future generations with smart action now. Our Tongass warrants the same protections we 
have given other national gems like our Grand Canyon, Yosemite, and Yellowstone.  Our Tongass 
National Forest in southeast Alaska is one of the two largest intact coastal temperate rainforest in the 
world and home to towering old-growth trees that were reaching for the heavens long before this country 
was born, have stood through our nation’s best and worst times, and watch over us to this very day. 
 
Wilderness Throughout Alaska – No place has as much wilderness left to protect as Alaska and no 
group is as uniquely positioned to get the job done as Alaska Wilderness League. The League is 
committed to protecting the integrity of Alaska’s wild lands whenever and wherever there is a threat.  
Alaska Wilderness League is involved in protecting special places such as Teshekpuk Lake in the National 
Petroleum Reserve-Alaska, which provides essential summer habitat for millions of waterfowl and is one 
of the largest wild areas remaining in the world.  



 
America’s Arctic Ocean – The League also works to 
defend the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas, which are now 
threatened with unbridled oil and gas development. 
Over 84 million acres of Arctic Ocean could potentially 
be opened to development. Throughout the years, the 
League has advocated stronger environmental 
regulations for oil and gas leasing, to keep helicopters 
out of wilderness and to ensure the safe operation of 
the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System.  
 
 
 
 

 
Environmental Justice – In January 2007, Alaska 
Wilderness League opened an office in Anchorage, Alaska 
dedicated to environmental justice. Alaska Wilderness 
League is committed to supporting and providing a voice for 
the Arctic’s communities facing environmental injustice. The 
voices of the Arctic tell the tale of a changing landscape and 
cultures at risk. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Since its founding in 1993, Alaska Wilderness League has succeeded in keeping the Alaska wilderness 
safe by speaking on behalf of people who are dedicated to protecting Alaska’s wild places and by 
enabling people to speak for themselves about their passion.  Together, we have achieved this through 
single-minded focus, through constantly renewing spirited initiatives, through persevering in the face of 
incredible odds, through consistently stepping up to every challenge, and through quietly creating 
effective alliances and coalitions.  For nearly 15 years, the League has won legislative battles and 
successfully led the effort to preserve the Alaska wilderness.   
 
Protecting the Alaska wilderness takes courage to face the wave after wave of challenges from those who 
would destroy it for short term gain.  Keeping this wilderness safe means we are protecting our heritage 
for our children and the enrichment of their world. 
 
That is why success lies in the hands—the minds and hearts—of the American people who believe that 
preserving a wild Alaska is essential.  The League understands that its very existence is to serve those 
who care.  Indeed, the League is the people it serves. 
 
 
Join Alaska Wilderness League – The work of Alaska Wilderness League hinges on the efforts of its 
members. Over 30,000 people across the country support the organization with financial contributions, 
local volunteer efforts and appeals to Congress, providing a nationwide force for the protection of 
Alaska’s wilderness and strengthening our voice in Washington.  
 
To learn more about how you can join the League, please check out our website: www.alaskawild.org, 
give us a call: 202-544-5305, or drop us an email: info@alaskawild.org 
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